Ananda Marga Philosophy and Other Indian Schools
(A Comparative Analysis)

History of Indian philosophy
The earliest literature of India and the world is Vedas. Veda is not the name of any particular book. It is the literature of a particular epoch extending over a long period of a few thousand years. In the Vedic 'Samhitas' we find interesting philosophical questions of a more or less cosmological character expressed in terms of poetry and imagination. In the later Vedic works, called 'Brahmanas and the Aranyakas' written mostly in prose we find the magical forms of ritualistic worship and speculative thinking. The concluding portion of Vedas namely 'Upanishads' contains various thoughts of philosophical thoughts, mostly monistic, not reasoned statements, but utterances of truths intuitively perceived or left by the great sages. 
Historians differ with the dates of Vedas and place of composition. The dates of oral and written tradition of Vedas vary between 13000 BC to 1000 BC; the Upanishadic period from 700 BC to 600 BC The earliest speculations of 'shaddarshansas'- the six systems of philosophy- particularly Vaiseshka, Samkhya Yoga, Poorva Mimamsa and Uttara Mimamsa were prior to Buddhism and Jainism i.e. before 500 BC. The elaborate books of these systems, which we now posses are later than Buddhism.
All the great Acaryas like Shankara. Ramanuja and Madhava of Advaita, Visistadvaita and Dvaita schools of thoughts, based their thought on the foundations of Upanishads, Brahma Sutras and Bhagavad Giita by writing commentaries on them. 
The renaissance movements in India were based on the same spiritual fundaments with varying degrees of interpretations and practices, The major renaissance movements of 19th and 20th century such as Brahma Samaj, Arya Samaj, R. K. Mission and Aurobindo, were also based on the interpretation of Vedas, Upanishad, Brahma Sutras and Bhagavad Giita Practically there were no new contribution, original thoughts or scriptures worth the name as a systematized integral philosophy it was a flow of reaction and synthesis 
Fundamental Points of Agreement. 
1. The theory of Karma and rebirth. 

2. Doctrine of Mukti /Nirvana. 
3. The doctrine of Soul.

4. Pessimistic attitude towards the world and the optimistic faith in the end.
5. General principles of ethical conduct.

Samkhya
Samkhya system is the oldest philosophical system of the world Maharshi Kapila is its founder. it is one of the most important pillars constituting the six systems of the Indian philosophy of the world. The system is called 'Atheistic Samkhya' or 'Nirishvara Samkhya' as the school does not believe in God or lishvara. Maharshi Kapila wrote Darshan Shastra for the first time people were charmed by his erudition and almost all the scholars of the society venerated him as the first exponent of Darshana Shastra and called him 'Adi Vidvan'. Samkhya means 'Right Knowledge'- Samyak Jinanan. Samkhya also means number. Kapila enumerated certain fundamental causes obtained by an intensive analysis of the various facts and factors and then said' 'Living beings and the Universe must be considered on the basis of this enumeration of fundamental causes' He did not clearly say anything about 'God' but he considered the idea that one entity is controlling everything and said that the existence of a single controller my be termed 'Janya lishvara' Since lishvara could not be experienced directly' Kapila did not clearly accept his existence. He proclaimed that Atma or Purusha is present in every living being and so there are innumerable purusas. But there is only one Primordial Prakrti and this Primordial Prakrti is the main cause of creation of this Universe. Here is the predominant role Prakrti Pradhan. 
People can he liberated from bandages with the help of Sadhana' and these liberated persons are called 'Mutkta Purusha' Kapila did not clearly explain the concept of liberation; although he said something about the Samkalpa and Vikalpa of the human mind. 

Samkhya theory Of Causation
Samkhya theory of causation is known as Satkaryavada. According to this theory the effect exists in the material cause even before it is produced. The theory of Satkaryavada has got two different forms namely Parinama vada and Vivarta vada. According to the former when an effect is produced there is transformation of the 'cause into the effect' 'pot form clay and curd from milk'. The second' which is accepted by the advaita vedantins holds that the change of the cause into the effect is merely apparent like snake in a rope. 

Concept  of Prakrti and Purusha
Ultimate realities are Purusha and Prakrti. Prakrti is the collective name of three principles satya, raja, and tama. These gunas are in the state of both conflict and cooperation. They are subject to constant change and transformation Svarupa Parinama and Virupa Parinama. 
Evolution:

The Samkhya compares the union of Purusa and Prakrti with that of a blind and lame man. First product is Mahat subsequently Aham, 11 organs, 5 Tanmatras and 5 Maha Bhutas. History of the evolved universe is a play of 24 principles. End of evolution is freedom of self. Of the standard works on Samkhya only there are available at present Samkhya Sutra, Tattva Samsara and Samkhya Karika of Iishvara Krishna.

Yoga System
Sage Patanjali was the founder of the system yoga. There are four parts of the yoga. 
1. Samadhi Pada 
2. Sadhana Pada 
3. Bibhuti Pada 
4. Kaevalya Pada 
The yoga system accepts the philosophy of Samkhya entirely. It accepts the existence of God for purification and tranquil state of the mind. Yoga system emphasis on the importance of practical methods of purification, concentration, for realizing the self distinction from the body and mind. Yoga is just cessation of mental modifications or cuts. In samprajnata Samadhi. the citta is entirely put into the object and assumes the form of the object. In asamprajnata Samadhi all mental modifications being stopped, nothing is known or though. Eight folds of yoga are Yama, Niyama, Asana, Pranayama. Dharana, Dhyana and Samadhi.
Yoga system admits concentration and meditation on crude objects and subtle objects produced by Prakrti. AM rejects the meditation on crude object. According to AM, yoga means unification of unit consciousness with supreme consciousness. 
Poorva Mimamsa
Poorva Mimamsa is based on the ritualistic portion of the Vedas. It can be called as philosophy of ritualism. Jaimini is the author. Sahara, Kumaria, Bhatta and Prabhakara are other great names. Jaimini holds that the Vedas are not merely their teachings on spiritual laws and principles but even their very words are eternal. The connection between a word and object named by it, between the sound and the sense, is eternal. Sound never exists, but sometimes manifest when uttered by man. Sound is eternal, because it serves to convey a meaning. The object denoted by name always goes with the name. Manifestations are mere Nama Rupa - name and form, Patanjali modified the doctrine of the eternity of sound (Shabda) by holding that the substance of the Veda is eternal, but not the words. 
Concept of Jagat
Jagat is true and permanent. They believe in hell, heaven and deities. The world is controlled by the laws of Karma which are autonomous. Atmas are many. Atma can attain liberation if the injunctions of Veda are followed. According to Dr. Radhakrishnan. thee was no God in the system, later thinkers smuggled in God. AM does not subscribed to this school of ritualistic worship, heaven and hell. 
Uttara Mimamsa or Vedanta
Vedanta takes off to eternal heights from the granite platform provided by Samkhya. The propounders of Mimamsa School took upon the responsibility to detect and remove the defects and inconsistencies that had developed, due to the un-evolved state of human intellect in the explanation of the relationship between the creator and his creation. Some philosophers propounded their doctrines merely for the satisfaction of their readers, while others painted their theories in glowing colors like a rainbow whose colorful rays appear suddenly in the firmament of logic to dazzle the eyes of the onlookers-and the next moment disappear behind the silver clouds of these philosophers of the Mimamsa school who attained special prominence as propounders of the Uttara Mimamsa philosophy, Acharya Badarayana Vyasa, Acarya Gaorapada, Acharya Govindapada, and Shrimat Shankaracarya are the pioneers. 
All the interpreters of Uttara Mimamsa School accepted Brahma as the ultimate reality. Regarding the created world, some fully admitted it, some vaguely accepted it, and some admitted it only reluctantly while others did not accept it at all. According to them this creation is simply a procession of illusions. The mind, which considers the world as real, is an illusion. and the person who possesses this illusory mind is also an illusion. Only Brahma exists, nothing else. 

The illusory entity called Maya is creating all these illusory ideas. Maya is false; she does not do anything in reality, only in appearance. Since Maya is unreal, her existence also is false. They say "The eight great continents, the seven vast oceans, Brahma. Surya, and Rudra, all these are unreal, nothing exists, neither you nor  I. So why do you vainly consider anything to be your own and increase the bondage of your attachment". 
The irony of this is the propounders of these theories built impressive temples and monasteries in the false illusory world; they extracted large fortunes from the false, illusory world, they wrote numerous books on false, illusory palm or birch leaves and they devoted all their times and energy to the propagation of their false doctrines of Maya is this false, illusory world. And the strangest of this is the pioneer of the doctrine of illusion himself was declared to be the incarnation of Shiva. Thus in spite of all its verbosity and eloquence, it could not provide any philosophical base for the development of an extraordinary leader. The later scriptures written on the basis of this doctrine of illusion instilled in people's minds apathy and indifference to the world. 
Nyaya Philosophy
Nyaya theory is pluralistic realism. It accepts the world as a system of independent realities, like material atoms, minds. Individual souls, and God, which are eternally related to one another in space, time and Patra. It does not give us a systematic philosophy of the world as a whole in the light of one universal absolute principle. The philosophic position of Nyaya is said to be realistic than that of Samkhya or Vedanta. The God is the architect and efficient cause who makes the world with the given material. 

Vaiseshika
Maharshi Kanada created a stir in the world of philosophy by propagating his school of Vaiseshika Darshana. He declared, Karana Bhavat karyabhavah. Where there is no cause there is no effect. He explained that this cosmic mind which is manifested in the form of countless molecules. atoms, protons, neutrons etc must have a cause. To deny the cause is the height of intellectual folly that entity which controls the association of these particles is lishvara, the supreme controller. Thus Maharshi Kanada brought a great revolution in the world of thought. This great scholar of Gandhara bhumi was both a philosopher and a scientist. 

The Vaishesika School of philosophy has accepted Ishvara and its functions and its relation with molecules, atoms etc confusing people with philosophical illusions. 

Jainism
Jainism owes its origin to 24 teachers called tirthankaras who are regarded as liberated souls, who are looked upon as free, perfect, omniscient and all blissful. The first teacher Rishabhadeva and the last was Vardhamana is the 6th century B.C. Jainism does not accept the existence of God. His place is taken by Tirthankara whom the Jams worship. All souls are not equally conscious. Same like those in plants or in bodies have only the sense of touch. Every soul is capable of attaining infinite consciousness, power and happiness. Karmas lead to the bondage of the soul by matter.

Liberation is the expulsion of matter from the soul. Ignorance is the cause of passions. Knowledge alone can remove ignorance. Right faith, right knowledge and right conduct only can produce liberation. Jainism contains strong rules of conduct but not Sadhana process, which can make life sublime. their interpretation of Ahimsa and mode of living accordingly will make life impossible to continue. They took upon the physical world not as a product as it is made up of combinations of eternal air atoms, fire atoms, water atoms and earth atoms, as given by the Carvaka theory. 

Buddhism
Buddhism gives us four noble truths. There is Misery, there is cause of misery thee is cessation of misery, and there is path leading to the cessation of misery. Desire is the cause of birth and rebirth, a source of misery. 

Consciousness according to Buddhism is a stream of thought only. Nothing is permanent. Everything in the world is transitory, rather momentary. So he denies the existence of God and soul even Buddha did not trace the origin of the physical world. He does not answer what becomes of a liberated man when he quits his body. 

Ananda Marga Ideology - Its Specific Characteristics
Ananda Marga is comprehensive philosophy -Spiritual and Social. It is a cult a distinct way of life with twin objectives -At'ma, Moksartham Jagad hitaya ca. Spiritual elevation and selfless social service. Its multifaceted organizational structure is for building a new human society, accelerating self-elevation and collective evolution. 

1. The philosophy of Ananda Marga is enunciated in Ananda Sutram its philosophical treatise-Darshana Shastra

2. It's ethical concepts are given in 'Jiivan Veda', 'Subashita Samgraha' and 'Carya Carya' are its Dharma Shastra and Samaja shastra respectively.

Theory of God
AM believes in absolute terms like Monism. Purushottama of AM is comparable to the Ishvara of Orthodox schools of Indian Philosophy; Brahman of Vedanta to Saguna Brahma. Brahma is the collective form of Shiva and Shakti. Saguna Brahma is the efficient and material cause unlike in Samkhya.

Theory of Creation
AM Philosophy has for the first time given a consistent and scientific explanation of the theory of creation, which is in conformity with the present scientific researches. 

Concept of Guna

Guna of Vaiseshika and Guna of AM are not the same. Guna of Vaiseshika is close to Tanmatra of AM where as Guna of AM is a binding principle. The theory of evolution gives a graphic detail from consciousness to matter and from matter to consciousness through the process of Saincara and Pratisaincara. Conscious effort is a must for spiritual elevation, otherwise there is a great possibility of a counter evolution AM admits that a particular planet may be a dead celestial body but the entire universe can never have a thermal death. 

AM Philosophy throws ample light on Tanmatra Bhuta, Bala, Pranah, Mana, etc. which no other school of philosophy has done. 

Mukti and Moksa
Mukti denotes temporary state of liberation - unification of the unit mind with the cosmic mind whereas Moksa means a state of permanent liberation -unification of unit consciousness with the supreme consciousness. In Savikalpa, mind crosses five lower cakras, whereas in Nirvikalpa mind crosses six cakras and reaches Sahasrara. 

Concept of Taraka Brahma
Concept of Taraka Brahma is found only in Tantra. AM does not believe in Avataravada or the doctrine of reincarnation, but believes in Maha Sambhuti. The entire creation is called Sambhuti, When Parama Purusha takes the human form made of five fundamental factors, he comes within the domain of Saguna Brahma. Lord Krisna and Lord Shiva are considered as Mahasambhutis. Taraka Brahma is not a figure of philosophy. It is a creation of devotional sentiment. Nirguna Brahma is an objectless entity with no action or derivation, but Taraka Brahma is the middle point and can fulfill the functions of both. He guides, loves and favors his affectionate sons and daughters. 

Purusottama

The collectively of Paramatman, macrocosm and microcosm is Saguna Brahma In Saguna Brahma Purusottama is the nucleus consciousness. 

AM Sadhana
The method of initiation in AM is tantric as opposed to Vedic method. The new initiate is to take an oath, which is known as Abhisheka. Ananda Marga lays more stress on morality and practical cult than theoretical knowledge of scriptures and physico-sentimental [faith]

Highlights of AM
1. Ananda Marga is a happy synthesis of subjective approach and objective adjustments.

2. Dharma and universalism has been brought in mass level. 

3. Concept of Madhuvidya and its practical application in mass has been done for the first time in human history. 

4. The cult of Ananda Marga is to create a new man 'Sadvipra' is epitomized in 16 points covering the physical, psychic, spiritual and social aspects of human existence including health and hygiene. 

5. Its moral code of conduct has been scientifically explained as to be acceptable by every reasonable and scientific minded person. 

6. Spiritual practice of Sadhana with elaborate details has been so framed, to suit people of varying capacities. 

7. The cult lays stress on the collective well being of society through constructive programmes in the filed of education relief and welfare. 

8. It encourages cultivation of the arts music science and sports aft directed towards service and blessedness.

9. It wants to promote social consciousness among the wider masses with regard to the social evils and economic disparities, dogma and superstition.

10. The highest excellence of this cult is its universal character, application of science and technology for the good and happiness of all-"Sarvajana hitartham, Sarvajana sukhartham". 

AM a big social and cultural movement, fighting against social evils. like caste, dowry, poverty illiteracy superstitions, dogma, inequality, exploitation, injustice immorality and indiscipline offering positive channels for its social reconstruction programmes . 

Thus AM philosophy and its actional framework have a vision of new man and new society Sadvipra and Sadvipra samaj formation of a progressive society of moralists based on universal brotherhood and neo-humanistic principles with spirituality as the base progressively using science and technology for the integrated human welfare. 

In AM one finds the tantra of Shiva, yoga of Krishna, austerity of Jainism, Dharma Chakra of Buddhism, social service of Christianity, brotherhood of Islam and socio-economic elements of Marxism. 

 

Ref: Earlier Seminar notes, Namah Shivaya Shantaya History of Indian philosophy. 
 

 

 

 

 

